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Mt. Airy residents bring fine art to First Friday

By PATRICK COBES
Sragf Wrrer

With visual artists Colin and
Andrea Kecfe's May | opening of
a new gallery w25 West Mt
Airy Avenue, the two Beooklyn
transplants are sel 1o make this
week's First Fricey ook a bit
like an Old City ans crawl.

“Tt’s like a mix of backyasd
barbetpee and high an.” Colin
joked,

Bul while the setting of the
hack lod camizge house is undeni-
ably residential, the show insde
ha every appearmmce of a 3nd
Street gallery. In fact, the deails
of the proyjedt ane shaping up o
be a4 convincing illustration of
the power, and groce, of socal
networking o the ant world

“We are pretty psyched” And
summansed,

The show, which opens May |
from & to 9 pm.. looks at ithe
work of Philadelphia artist

Wendy Wolf and Brooklvn amisi
Robert Walden bt 1t also ssked
them to select two more amists
who they admire to offer work as
well, The result was an invita-
tion to fouwr artists whom the
Keefes did mot know, Pany
Catcura. Ana B. Hemidbndez,
Roben Lansden and Althen
Murphy-Price.

This spproach was a self-con
scipus move away from the way
most gallenes assemble their
shows. “Everything you see then:
15 about their eye.”™ Colin
explaimed. “And 1 don’t know
that we are ahout that.”

What they are about. and the
mission of the Mt Ay
Contemporary Artists Space. 1s
to engage with people and ant.
That means reaching  out and
being open o Lhe surprises of
new work, and hopefully also
new  enthusiasis from ol the
besten path of the downtown art

ST

And likened the theory 1o
attending a friend's party. “Tt usu-
ally works oul that you like vour
fricnds” friends.”

With no curstonial overmide for
the pieces chosen by Wholf and
Walden, the notion of trust plays
heavy in this inaugural show.
Bur then trust, or possibly a leap
of fath, hes been coentral 1o the
Keefes lives since moving wiath
theii J-!,-l:t old son, Sam, o
Philadelphia o vear and half ago

The move meant a whole new
..-ir} and a whole new scene, bl
also the possibility of including
art in their lives in a whole new
'\Ai'.j

“Mew York is & good place 1o
be part of the ssdence b it's
hard to kind of chip in.,” And
explained “Ome of the thoughts
moving to Philly was tha we
aould contnbute.™

Enter their dscovery of Mi
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bospee. Thee b thae art enthusi-
a5 waill aovopt the dfloet for the
balliance of the work irsade. and

that Mt Airyv-ates who mught not
mxmaly altend @ oA cw
will use the spaoe o make am

bigger part of their hives
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Adry and the lucky find of an end
mw with a camiage house in the
hack. Tha new possibality came
alive.

“This was perfoct.” And said
It owas exactly whal we wanled

Having a separate studo meant
spending 24 hours away  from
yourr chuld. Here we can do art and
still hear the kaby monitor.™

T]‘I.l::. moved in and stared ren-
ovating the camiage house right
away. But things always take
longer than you want, especially
when Mom is a Philadelphia
public school ant teacher by day
and Dad 15 a sofiware developer.
Result: they are opening the
gallery a year later than they ong-
|1|.ﬁ]|_'_.' FIIII'IW.‘IJ- Snll, youn won 't
see a trace of disappointment on
their faces.

That"s becamse not only has (ha
show come logether better than
they could have expected but they
are  starting o aclually  gel
niticed in the |"|||:||.’|.'Ii:-|!|i.| i
extablishiment. Recently  their
show has appesred on The An
Iil;np by Roberia Fallon amd
Libby Rosof, two of Phlly's
mecwd influential art mavens

But best of all they ane making
real conneclions  wilh  anists
whose work they love

The Keeles e not charging
sodmission to the space and they
don’t get a ol if one of the paint
imgs 15 sold They are also o
\hM”LF ther owm work o this
show, or in any of the planned
Four abirws per year. The neason
relales f0 another o pnent |
their leap of faith in creating the
Bpae

It neads 1o give enough value
fn Uhe commumity Lo counter wny
downside (o poople walking up
ad down your block,” Colin
sand

In by o, i's oo thing
a very good rhmg - Iy get the
attention of the art world but o
won't be oworth it if this effon
iwn’l also o it for the neighborn
hvind.

S, alfter o voar o ]~n1l.1=i:1l'|.
Colin and Andd hope 10 sce thewr
hj'; mik ﬁlull}' prove ol There
are womes o be sure. Will the
spce be lange enough? Will poo
ple find it* Hut overall there is

Cemntinuerd on page T



